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The Perception of Parents’ Roles and Participation Behaviors in Provision of Early
Childhood Education of Schools under the Office of Phra Nakhon Sri Ayutthaya
Primary Educational Service Area 1
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were (1) to study the parents’ perception on parental participation
roles in provision of early childhood education of schools under the Office of Phra Nakhon Si
Ayutthaya Primary Education Service Area 1; (2) to compare parents’ participation behaviors in
provision of early childhood education as perceived by teachers and parents; (3) to study the needs of
parents for participation in provision of early childhood education; (4) to compare the perceptions on
their roles in provision of early childhood education of the parents as classified by age, occupation,
educational level, school size, and school location; (5) to compare participation behaviors in provision
of early childhood education of the parents as classified by age, occupation, educational level, school
size, and school location; (6) to compare the needs for participation in provision of early childhood
education of the parents as classified by age, occupation, educational level, school size, and school
location; and (7) to study the relationship between the needs for participation and the participation
behaviors of parents in provision of early childhood education.

The research sample comprised two groups: (1) a total of 1,357 parents of preschool children
who were studying at the first and second kindergarten levels in the 2011 academic year in schools
under the Office of Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Primary Education Service Area 1, and (2) a total of 57
kindergarten teachers who looked after the preschool children who were offspring of parents in the
sample. Both groups of sample were obtained by multi-stage sampling. The research instruments used
were (1) a questionnaire and a test for parents, and (2) a questionnaire for kindergarten teachers. The
statistics employed for data analysis were the percentage, mean, standard deviation, analysis of
variance, and t-test.

The research findings showed that (1) the parents of preschool children in schools under the
Office of Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Primary Education Service Area 1, who differed in their ages,
occupations, and educational levels did not significantly differ in their perceptions on participation
roles, participation behaviors, and needs for participation in provision of early childhood education; (2)
the perceptions of kindergarten teachers and preschool children parents on the overall participation
behavior of the parents in provision of early childhood education were not significantly different; (3)
the overall need of the parents for participation in provision of early childhood education was a the
high level; (4) parents of preschool children in schools of different sizes and in different locations
differed significantly in their perceptions on participation roles, participation behaviors, and needs for
participation in provision of early childhood education; and (5) the needs for participation and the
participation behaviors of parents in provision of early childhood education were highly in accord for
every activity.

Keywords: Perception, Parents’ participation roles, Parents’ participation behaviors, Provision of early
childhood education, Office of Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Primary Education Service Area 1
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